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(7) The bridge shall be operated
manually from the tender’s house lo-
cated at the bridge until all necessary
repairs are completed to the remote
operation equipment.

[CGD 82-025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984, as
amended by CGD3 83-059, 49 FR 44208, Nov. 5,
1984; CGD01-98-032, 64 FR 28103, May 25, 1999;
USCG-2001-10881, 71 FR 70312, Dec. 4, 2006;
USCG-2012-0918, 78 FR 14446, Mar. 6, 2013]

VIRGINIA

§117.995 Appomattox River.

The draw of the Seaboard System
Railroad bridge, mile 2.5 at Hopewell,
shall open on signal if at least 24 hours
notice is given to the Seaboard System
Agent at Hopewell. However, a
drawtender shall be in constant attend-
ance and the draw shall open on signal
upon 30 days notice, in writing, to do so
from the District Commander.

§117.997 Atlantic Intracoastal Water-
way, South Branch of the Elizabeth
River to the Albermarle and Chesa-
peake Canal.

(a) The draw of the Belt Line Rail-
road Bridge, mile 2.6, in Portsmouth
and Chesapeake will operate as follows:

(1) The bridge will be left in the open
position at all times and will only be
lowered for the passage of trains and to
perform periodic maintenance author-
ized in accordance with subpart A of
this part.

(2) The bridge will be operated by the
controller at the Berkley Yard office.

(3) The controller will monitor water-
way traffic in the area of the bridge
and directly beneath the bridge with
closed circuit cameras mounted on top
of the bridge and with surface naviga-
tional radar.

(4) When the bridge closes for any
reason, the controller will announce 30
minutes in advance, 15 minutes in ad-
vance, and immediately proceeding the
actual lowering, over marine channel
13, that the Belt Line Railroad Bridge
is closing for river traffic. In each of
these three announcements, the bridge/
train controller will request all con-
cerned river traffic to please acknowl-
edge on marine channel 13.

(5) The bridge shall only be operated
from the remote site if closed circuit
visual and radar information shows
there are no vessels in the area and no

§117.997

opposing radio communications have
been received.

(6) While the Belt Line Bridge is
moving from the full open position to
the full closed position, the bridge/
train controller will maintain constant
surveillance of the navigational chan-
nel to ensure no conflict with maritime
traffic exists. In the event of failure of
a camera or the radar system, or loss
of marine-radio communications, the
bridge shall not be operated by the off-
site bridge/train controller from the re-
mote location.

(7) If the off-site bridge/train control-
ler’s visibility of the navigational
channel is less than 34 of a mile, the
bridge shall not be operated from the
remote location.

(8) When the draw cannot be operated
from the remote site, a bridgetender
must be called to operate the bridge in
the traditional on-site manner.

(9) The Belt Line mid-channel lights
will change from green to red anytime
the bridge is not in the full open posi-
tion.

(10) During the downward and upward
span movement, a warning alarm will
sound until the bridge is seated and
locked down or in the full open posi-
tion.

(11) When the bridge has returned to
its full up position, the mid-channel
light will turn from red to green, and
the controller will announce over ma-
rine radio channel 13, ‘‘Security, secu-
rity, security, the Belt Line bridge is
open for river traffic.”” Operational in-
formation will be provided 24 hours a
day on marine channel 13 and via tele-
phone (757) 543-1996 or (757) 545-2941.

(b) The draw of the Norfolk and West-
ern railroad bridge across the South
Branch of the Elizabeth River, mile 3.6
at Portsmouth-Chesapeake, shall be
maintained in the open position; except
the draw may close for the crossing of
trains and maintenance of the bridge.
When the draw is closed, a drawtender
shall be present and the draw shall
open on signal.

(¢) The draw of the Gilmerton (US13/
460) bridge, mile 5.8, in Chesapeake:

(1) Shall open on signal at any time
for commercial vessels carrying lique-
fied flammable gas or other hazardous
materials.
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